
RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION
TYNESIDE GROUP

Annual Report

1st October 2017- 30  th   September 2018  

AGM to be held at Brunswick Methodist Church in the Church
on Thursday 24th January 2019

7.30pm, registration from 7.00pm  

Chairman’s Report – Barrie Russell
Please come along to the AGM. We need 20 to be quorate so that we can approve
a budget, mandate the committee - and keep rambling. 

I make no apology for this report seeming very similar to the previous year. 

The reason for this is that we continue to meet our main function of providing walks

for four or five coach loads of Ramblers every week of the year. With one or two

excusable exceptions this pattern of activity has again been maintained.

Walk  leaders,  coach  organisers,  deputies  and  enthusiastic  participants  deserve

congratulations and continued support for their considerable efforts towards keeping

us rambling.

Last year at the AGM we discussed the apparent large surplus that we have in our

bank account. 

This discussion has continued all year in our regular meetings and I can now give you

some feedback. Perhaps it would be helpful to explain that there are two “sections” to

our budget. The first is the income received from central office. This amounts to less

than £1 per member and gives us around £600 per annum. This pays office expenses

and courses. For many Rambler groups this is their total business account.

The second section relates to covering the cost of the coaches. The money we collect

in fares is paid to the coach company with contingency funds held by each of our four

coaches. There is a lot of money spent here.

The  contingency  fluctuates  between  when  coaches  are  full  and  efficient,  or  only

partially occupied and thus inefficient. The contingency is useful when a coach is only

sparsely  booked  but  with  a  likelihood  of  a  glut  of  “standbys”.  (PLEASE  HELP

YOUR COACH ORGANISER AND BOOK AHEAD IF AT ALL POSSIBLE). It is

also helpful if an additional coach is possibly required.

With all of this in mind the coach organisers have looked at their balances throughout

the year and have managed to make modest reductions. Coach organisers routinely

report attendance, profit or loss on their coach at every meeting.

Our treasurer has undertaken to revamp the headings in our accounts to make them

more understandable to me and other non-accountants. You will also be able to follow

the points I have tried to make in looking at his detailed presentation.

I am happy to tell you that I fully support the current arrangements for contingency as

I feel that it prevents coach organisers having to worry about the weekly viability of

their coach and the consequent threat of cancelling a coach.



I also need to thank the rest of the committee for managing the website, reporting on

accidents and shortcomings with access, managing membership and making sure that

we are compliant with the law.

David  Dallow  and  the  footpath  team  deserve  our  thanks  for  completing  the

groundwork on the Heritage Way. This year they are working on the footpaths leading

out from Bolam Lake as well as checking The Reivers Way. (SECOND TUESDAYS

IF YOU WANT TO HELP). 

We are looking at the possibility of a Facebook page too and perhaps some low-level

recruitment.

Our main function remains the same: to make getting out regularly to ramble as easy

and enjoyable as possible.

Secretary’s Report – Gill Dallow
The year began well when the motion that the roles of Chairman and Treasurer could

be for longer than 3 years was passed unanimously at the AGM. Our Constitution was

amended and this now means that providing there is no-one else who would like to

take on the role, Barrie Russell will be able to continue for a fourth year (2019/20);

giving us excellent continuity.

Later  in  the year,  a  request  from RA for  information  to  help them improve their

Roadshow Training highlighted, that between us Tyneside Group organises around

1,000 walks a year, led by a team of about 40 Walk Leaders – quite an achievement.

Unfortunately  none of  these walks  feature  in  programmes  such as  the Festival  of

Winter Walks, as the present RA programs cannot cope with walks beginning from a

variety of starting points all on the same outing. Hopefully future upgrades at HO will

solve this problem.

Training opportunities led by Richard Holmes, have been taken up by a few members

though not as many as the quality of the courses deserve. Richard has a wide breadth

of experience  and expertise to  share  and his  training is  always totally  relevant  to

rambling and what might be encountered in our area.

May was the busiest month with the implementation of GDPR, closely followed by

the  opening  of  Heritage  Way.  Once  the  implications  of  GDPR  were  put  into

perspective, it became more manageable and procedures are still evolving. Although

Heritage Way was an Area project, quite a few of Tyneside members were closely

involved. After all the hard work re-establishing old routes and forming new ones, the

Open Ceremony became a very important goal. Fortunately the weather was perfect, a

mutually supportive relationship between Ramblers and Tanfield Railway resulted in

a  steam  train  bringing  John  Grundy  to  cut  the  ribbon,  an  enthusiastic  crowd  of

Ramblers walked the paths and it  was all  captured by BBC News in time for the

evening bulletin – an exciting day and excellent publicity. 

On a  less  happy note,  a  trip  to  the  Lakes  by one  of  our  coaches  coincided  with

hurricane Ali. Walk Leaders altered all the walks to take account of the weather but

even so one group were literally blown off their feet. Injuries to two members were

severe enough to need professional help and Keswick Mountain Rescue Team was

called.  The  injured  were  taken  to  hospital  and  after  treatments  were  fortunately

allowed home that night. A donation was collected and sent to the Team as a token of

our heartfelt gratitude. The Team did praise the group for being properly equipped but

it was nevertheless a reminder as to how easily accidents can happen.

Treasurer’s Report – Nick Lambert
Included at the end of the Report with the audited accounts.



Membership Secretary’s Report – Malcolm McVey
First the numbers; in October 2017 we had 678 members, to date - October 2018 - we

are down to 665, an apparent loss of 13.  Although we have gained 46 new members

this year, overall we have a total loss of 59. These are made up of deaths, transfers to

other Areas or Groups, resignations and sadly, people forgetting or just not bothering

to renew their membership! 

I had a look at the past 4yrs of membership data and in 2015 we had 708 members, to

date there are 665. The numbers have mainly gone down but at times up and I was

surprised to note that, although during that time we have gained 164 new members,

we have a cumulative loss of 207! 

Sadly we mark the passing of six of our members: Sid Mather, Mr. D Ecclestone,

Miss N Humble, Frank Cauley, Mrs Mavis Blakey and Tony Charlton

Website Manager’s Report – Michael Manwell
The website works reasonably well for the Group. We are also hoping to establish a

Facebook page, which might encourage younger walkers to come and try walking

with us.

Ramblers  Association  are  planning  to  develop  a  new  version  of  their  website,

commencing work on it in 2019.   No changes will be made to the present website by

Ramblers

If members feel there is anything that could be usefully added to the website, please

let your coach organiser know.

Footpath Secretary’s Report – Steve Germain
The Footpath Volunteers group have continued to meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the

month and this year the focus has been initially on the Heritage Way, way marking

the  route  in  conjunction  with  the  local  authorities  concerned.  In  September  they

started  checking  out  the  existing  self-guided  walks  in  the  country  parks  for

Northumberland County Council.

Throughout the year I have reported 8 footpath faults, most of which have now been

acknowledged. It is important that we report any problems we encounter on our walks

so that they can be logged and attended to by the appropriate Highway Authority.

We reported 6 accidents this year to the Ramblers Led Walks Team. In September 3

ladies  were  blown off  their  feet  by freak  winds in  the  Newlands Valley,  and  the

Keswick  Mountain Team had  to  be  called  out  to  treat  the  casualties.  A donation

towards  the  running  costs  of  the  team was  raised  by  a  collection  on  the  coach.

However it is important that we continue to report any incident so that we can learn

from them if possible.

The current status of the Morley Hill Farm situation is that the Public Path Diversion

Orders have just been issued (November 2018) by Newcastle City Council, although

it will be 6 months after approval before the diverted routes are open for use.

The Heritage Way walk was officially launched on the 31st  May 2018 at  Causey

Arch,  by  local  personality  John  Grundy.  The  website,

www.TyneWearHeritageWay.org.uk, is up and running and feedback on the walk is

being received from the general public, mostly very positive. The Heritage Way is an

80  mile  circular  walk  around  Tyne  and  Wear  originally  devised  by  Northumbria

Ramblers  in  the 1980's and implemented through the old Tyne and Wear County

Council, highlighting some of the industrial heritage of the region. The revised walk



has been split into 9 sections of about 9 miles and maps with walk instructions and

heritage information are downloadable from the website.

Sunday 9.30am ‘Hancock’- Myra Wiseman
I’m pleased to say we’ve had a very successful year and gained a lot of new members.

Our reserve is healthy, even after our super half price pre-booking fare for the whole

of April, May and June.  We had full coaches for Stanhope in November, Coldingham

in May and Craster in August.  Unfortunately we even had to turn away a few regular

members who showed up on the morning thinking there would be seats. Only two

coaches were cancelled:  the pre-Xmas one to Hexham and in July to Grassington

when we were short of organisers as well as pre-paid members.

This year we added a new category to our selection of walks “The Hopalongs” for

members who wish to have a day-out, those nursing aches and pains or recovering

from injuries or illness and those fancying sightseeing or even a boat trip with a short

walk.

Sundays have been lucky with the weather.  We’ve had many glorious days.  Often

the  destination  has  been  better  than  the  forecast  and  much  nicer  than  here  in

Newcastle.  However, one coach destination was changed from Alston to Hexham due

to snow conditions.

Only one incident was reported this year  and that  member has now made a good

recovery and is back out walking.

Our  Annual  Dinner  in  February  at  the  Hermitage  Inn  at  Walkworth  was  greatly

enjoyed by 40 members.  It has been booked again for 17th Feb 2019.

Thank you to our Walks Co-ordinators: Ron, Tom and Malcolm. Their updating of

our webpages with interesting snippets, photographs and the weekly walks sheet is

invaluable.   Thank you Walk Leaders.  What  a TERRIFIC job they do week after

week,  researching  and  at  times  changing  their  normal  grades  when  covering  for

absences, so as to ensure an excellent choice of walks is always available.

My special thanks go to Sue, my Deputy coach organiser and a Walks Leader, who

has made a remarkable recovery from her illness.

Last but not least; to the diversity of our group, young and old, to the able and not so

able,  to  our  super  fit  T.A.  member,  to  all  who  come together  for  great  days  of

rambling, thank you each and every one for making our group such a success.

 
Sunday 9.30am ‘St, James’ – Andrew White
When you’ve done as many Annual Reports as I have (this is the 14th) eventually

comes the time when you run out of material. That time has come and I’m going to

have to resort to what is termed in the trade as the minimal version. And as usual I’m

doing it the night before it’s due in. You can guess what I was like with homework

from school…..

Anyway to business: We did OK this year, not great but we managed to trundle along,

pay the bills and continue to get out for some excellent walking. The bonus for 2018

was the weather during the summer months, when we got Sunday after Sunday full of

sunshine, except Dufton, that particular day seemed to have read the wrong script. So

I salute the 44 hardy walkers (about 12 on standby!) who turned out and endured one

of the most horrible wet and windy days I have ever experienced. As the song goes

‘regrets, I’ve had a few’. Mine was watching the coach disappear into the drizzle at



Hartside and realizing the only thing between me and a warm pub and a nice pint was

Cross Fell…. 

Mentioning standbys above we broke our record this year, 18 at Whitby; a continuing

problem however, as numbers booking in advance are still decreasing. Linked to that,

is  that  this  year  I  have  had  to  cancel  more  coaches  than  previous  ones.  I  was

astonished  when  we  couldn’t  muster  enough  bookings  for  Easter  Sunday.  It’s

becoming more common as the group numbers are gradually falling and although we

have been able to attract new starters, they don’t seem to come back as regularly as

we would like.

Happily on the finances we more or less broke even with £100 in the black, so the

reserves were allowed to continue their slumber for another year. Best turnouts were

the unlikely heroes of Guisborough and Askham both achieving 48. We could do with

a few more of those this coming year.

Time for the roll call: Thanks as always to those who lead the walks, Adrian, Andrew,

Alan, Bob, Denise, Ken and Tony. Also although no longer participating in the group,

thanks to Janice. Thanks to our walks co-ordinator Dave both he and myself also lead

walks on top of our onerous tasks! A big thanks to Don who also sometimes leads

walks but does the coach organizers job when I can’t be out. You might think we are

awash with walk leaders but we always welcome anyone who wants to step forward

and fill the gaps.

Well that wasn’t so minimal after all. Looks like I’ll have to do the job for another

year and try again.

Wednesday 9.30am ‘Coach Station’ – Gordon Lumsden
Another year over and another report to write

Good things about this year – from my point of view – has to be weeks when we had

a high turnout and therefore made a profit for the coach fund- 70 walkers is the break

even point.

Rothbury in November (85), Warkworth in November (81), Appleby in August (76)

and Sedbergh in April (74) - if only all weeks were like this or even near – but they

are not. There appears to be a trend downwards and many weeks we do not cover our

costs. Although there is no need for panic, it would help if we could rustle up a few

new walkers. 

Bad things about this year – can only be when the weather is against us but we have

very few weeks when we grumble about it. Also being lost or the walk being ‘not as

on the sheet’ again - but this is soon forgiven if not forgotten. 

We held  three  social  events  this  year  including  a  new ‘do’  at  Elsdon  where  the

popular pie, peas and chips ended up as pies, peas and mash because of circumstances

beyond our control. Still it was good and we had no complaints.

As always many thanks to Bob Copeland for coordinating the walks and to Diane

Taylor who continues to do our social events also of course thanks to all our walk

leaders (without high vis. jackets).

With income of £31,915 and expenses of £33,380 we made a loss of £1,465 on the

year to the end of September 2018. The coach fund surplus stands at £2,500.

Wednesday 10.00am ‘Hancock’ – Ruth Sides 
We  had  another  good  year  with  a  variety  of  walks  –  we  tried  out  some  new

destinations, Greenhaugh, Ravenstondale and Crookham, which were all successful



As ever  we had a  wide  variety  of  weather  conditions-  from glorious  sunshine  in

December  when  we  sat  on  Alnmouth  beach  for  lunch,  to  ice,  wind  and  hail  in

Guisborough.

In August we visited Ravenstonedale for the first time. A beautiful area and a very

welcoming  pub  but  unfortunately  it  rained  from start  to  finish.  One  lucky  group

managed to get shelter in a double- decker bus for lunch!

We always enjoy our visits to the Lakes but we were unfortunate this year when we

had a diversion at Penrith resulting in the coach having to drive down Ullswater and

over Kirkstone Pass just to get to Grasmere. Needless to say we had to cut short the

lengths of all the walks. On our second visit to the Lakes in September, several of our

group members were blown over by exceptionally strong winds at the bottom of Cat

Bells, resulting in the Keswick Mountain Rescue Team coming to our assistance. This

is the first time in my 20 years of walking with the group that we have needed the

emergency services.

We had a very successful Christmas meal at Warden in January, when we raised a

glass  to  Sam  Rankin  and  Dennis  Harriman  who  are  95  and  90!   Both  are  an

inspiration to all of us. In July Sam our oldest member, decided to hang up his boots

due to health problems. Everyone will miss his big smile.

I  would like  to  remember some former  members  of  the group;  sadly both Mavis

Blakey and George Magee died this year. They were regular members and leaders in

years gone by.

During most of the year the fare was £7.00 with an increase in July to £8.00, due to

the decline in numbers over the last few months. At the start of the year I had to ask

members to “stand down” on several occasions when the numbers were in the low

50’s, as we could not justify a second coach. Over the year there was an average of 45

members booked out each week but we still had a healthy bank balance at the year-

end. 

I  would  like  to  thank  our  bus  drivers  for  their  support  in  dealing  with  problems

without complaint and also the leaders and all those who help keep the group running,

so that we can all enjoy our days out.

Tyneside Ramblers: December 2018.


